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Dear Donors and
Friends,
We are moving to San Francisco!
The Swiss-California Foundation is excited to
inform you about groundbreaking changes to our
unique Fellowship Program.
After 18 years of successful operations in Santa
Rosa, we now feel that the time has come to
begin a new chapter. Starting with the next
Fellow and after an initial transition phase, the
Swiss-California Foundation will be based in the
city of San Francisco. The Fellow will operate at
the interface of various organizations, most of
which have a direct connection to Switzerland.
It is my privilege to introduce you to Fabienne
Zumbühl, who will take over as our 19th Fellow
this September. Should you have any questions
regarding our future plans, do not hesitate to
contact us.
Best wishes,

Laurin Brüniger
Fellow 2018/19
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A New Era in San Francisco
Having hosted Swiss graduates in Santa Rosa for 18 years, we now feel that the time has come
to take the next step and relocate the program to a younger, even more dynamic environment.
Starting with the next Fellow in September 2019, the Swiss-California Foundation will be
based in the city of San Francisco. The Fellow will operate among various organizations from
the public and private sector, most of which have a direct connection to Switzerland.
Our partners in San Francisco include the Swiss-American Chamber of Commerce, the
Consulate General, swissnex SF, Switzerland Tourism, Swisscom, the Greater Zurich Area, an
American entity, and other organizations.
Essentially, the Fellow’s everyday life will consist of working
on projects with our partner organizations, which can
include individual events, longer-term strategic projects or
administrative support.
We already enjoy existing relationships with multiple entities,
and they are interested in working with us. Beyond that, it
will remain the Fellow’s primary responsibility to manage
the operations of the Swiss-California Foundation. This entails
activities such as setting up the budget, administering cash
flows, filing taxes, editing the website, recruiting the next
Fellow, as well as bringing in ideas about the Foundation’s
future development. Moreover, the Fellow will have the
opportunity to continue to meet with our wonderful donors.
Here is what Fabienne Zumbühl says about her new role as the 19th
Fellow of the Swiss-California Foundation:
“I’m happy to be part of the Swiss-California Foundation community.
After my Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, I am now
completing my Masters in International Affaris at the University of St.
Gallen (HSG). Orginally from Bern, I enjoy getting to know different
places and cultures. I have lived and worked in Colombia, New York
and Brazil, gaining valuable professional and personal experience.
I’m looking forward to contributing to the advancement of the
Foundation.”
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Impressions
It has been an eventful year at the Swiss-California Foundation.
Our current Fellow, Laurin, has been busy creating a new environment in San Francisco by
intensifying the relationships with our existing partner organizations, and thus laying the
groundwork for his successor.
MEETING WITH THE SWISS AMBASSADOR
During a trip to the East Coast, our current Fellow was
invited to a private meeting with the Ambassador of
Switzerland to the United States, Martin Dahinden, at
his office in Washington D.C. to discuss the different
aspects of a diplomatic career.

HSG ALUMNI USA CONFERENCE
Our Fellow supported the organizing committee of
the HSG Alumni USA Conference in New York City.
Over the span of three days, former graduates from
the University of St. Gallen (HSG) gathered in the Big
Apple to network and reminisce about their studies.

SWISS SPRING LUNCHEON & VISIT TO BUCHER WINES
In early March, our Fellow invited the Consul General a.i. of
Switzerland in San Francisco, Thomas Schneider, to attend the
Swiss Spring Luncheon at Restaurant La Gare in Santa Rosa.
In front of over 70 attendees with Swiss heritage, the Consul
General thanked the hosts, Hans and Marlyse Stocklin, and
underlined his commitment to support the Swiss community in
Northern California. We connected the Swiss Spring Luncheon
with a visit to Bucher Wines at their Grand Cru Custom Crush
location in Windsor.
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SONOMA COUNTY VISITOR CENTERS
Every year, the Swiss Fellow at the Sonoma County
Economic Development Board (EDB) coordinates a
meeting between the 20 Visitor Centers and writes a
report about their activities.
Over lunch, we enjoyed an open discussion about
current developments such as the recent floods
across the county.
TESLA FACTORY VISIT
Together with the Swiss-American Chamber of
Commerce - SF Chapter, our current Fellow had the
opportunity to visit the Tesla Factory in Fremont. After
being guided through the different production sites of
the plant, we sat down with Sascha Zahnd, who is Swiss
and serves as Tesla’s VP of Global Supply Chain. It was
intriguing to hear from him what it is like to work for
such a dynamic company.
FACEBOOK OFFICES
Our current Fellow was joined by Thomas Schneider, Consul
General a.i. of Switzerland in San Francisco, for a visit to the
Facebook offices in Menlo Park. We were hosted by Philipp
Barmettler, the Chairman of the Swiss-American Chamber
of Commerce - SF Chapter, who has worked at Facebook
for over a year. The offices are designed like a Disney
themepark, and almost everything is for free (including the
cupcake shop)!
SAN JOSE SHARKS GAME
The Swiss Consul General a.i. and our current Fellow
were invited by Marc Walti, who is a donor of the
Swiss-California Foundation, to attend an NHL game
of the San Jose Sharks.
Timo Meier, a Swiss international player at the Sharks,
was gracious enough to take some minutes after the
game to talk to us about his high-scoring season.
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